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Your bi-monthly climate connection is here!

As global temperatures continue to soar, August and September 2025 brought both

warning signs and hope. India is turning to Artificial Intelligence as a new ally in its

climate response, using it for flood forecasting, groundwater mapping, and weather

prediction, even as concerns rise over AI’s energy footprint. On the renewable front, the

country is sharpening its weather forecasting to better integrate solar and wind power,

a crucial step toward its 500 GW non-fossil target by 2030. 

Globally, power sector leaders unveiled a USD 670 billion blueprint to modernise

electricity infrastructure, while August 2025 ranked among the hottest months ever

recorded. Meanwhile, a new infographic by the European Lung Foundation highlights the

growing link between climate change and respiratory health. With 3,099 climate cases

filed across local, national and international jurisdictions, and clean energy momentum

building, the need for climate action has never been clearer.

This is our bi-monthly dispatch of updates and insights on renewable energy, climate

change and sustainability in general. We hope you enjoy reading it!

https://us6.campaign-archive.com/?e=[UNIQID]&u=92e74cc9943a58fed758d5745&id=77c180e81b


Happenings from home

In India, where monsoon failure can push millions into crisis and heatwaves can

paralyse cities, Artificial Intelligence (AI) emerges as a potential climate ally and a

possible liability. From AI-driven flood forecasting in Tamil Nadu to machine learning

for groundwater mapping in Maharashtra and sharper weather prediction by the IMD,

technology is empowering farmers, cities, and disaster response. Smart platforms

now guide sowing, pest control, cooling strategies, and traffic management. But the

flipside looms large: training giant AI models guzzles energy and water, much of it

from fossil fuels. India must chart a middle path, powering AI with renewables,

ensuring fairness in access, and embedding ethical frameworks so that AI becomes

a force for climate justice rather than climate harm.

Read here

https://climateconnection.org.in/updates/will-artificial-intelligence-save-or-sabotage-indias-climate-fight
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From the corners of the country

In a bold move to support its clean energy ambitions, India is enhancing the

precision of its weather forecasts to better align with the demands of solar and wind

power generation. Traditional broad forecasts no longer suffice, as India’s grid

operates in 15-minute cycles and power output from renewables can shift rapidly

with changing local weather. The Central Electricity Authority aims to push prediction

resolution down to just a few kilometres and invest in long-range forecasting tools to

guide planning. This leap is seen as indispensable for balancing supply and demand

as India races toward its target of 500 GW of non-fossil energy by 2030.

Read here

https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/boards-policy-regulation/india-moves-sharpen-weather-forecasting-amid-renewable-energy-push-2025-08-22/?utm_
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From around the world

Leading power sector companies have unveiled a blueprint to modernize global

electricity infrastructure and accelerate the clean energy transition. IRENA projects

that 91% of electricity will come from renewables by 2050, yet meeting the 2030

target of 11.2 TW requires rapid grid and storage expansion. In 2024, around 582 GW

of new renewable capacity was added, but outdated networks and permitting delays

remain key hurdles. Annual investments of USD 670 billion are needed between

2025 and 2030. Over 70 members of the Utilities for Net Zero Alliance have pledged

USD 117 billion, with nearly half directed toward grid upgrades to strengthen

reliability and enable large-scale renewable integration.

Read here

https://www.irena.org/News/articles/2025/Sep/Leading-Power-Sector-Companies-Reveal-Blueprint-for-Infrastructure-Upgrade
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Global warnings

For August 2025, global temperatures continued their upward trend, making it one of

the warmest Augusts on record. Many regions experienced extreme heat anomalies,

with land areas showing especially intense departures from average. Marine areas

also recorded elevated surface temperatures. The pattern of persistent warming

underscores the ongoing influence of climate change. In particular, high-latitude and

Arctic zones saw strong temperature spikes, contributing to melting and permafrost

stress. The data highlight the urgency of mitigation efforts to limit further global

warming and its cascading impacts.

Read here

https://berkeleyearth.org/august-2025-temperature-update/?utm_
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In a nutshell

The climate crisis isn't just melting ice caps, it's suffocating your lungs. Rising

temperatures trigger deadly asthma attacks, floods unleash toxic mold spores,

raging wildfires poison the air we breathe, supercharged pollen overwhelms airways

and disease vectors thrive in our warming world. This isn't tomorrow's problem, it's

happening now. But every climate action you take protects your breathing: choose

clean transport, eat sustainably, demand green policies. Your lungs depend on it.

Helping you choose better

Know more

https://europeanlung.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Climate-change-infographic-2025-1.pdf
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Thinking about solar for your home? Get all your questions answered on rooftop

solar systems, from savings and subsidies to installation and maintenance.

Know more

https://www.cag.org.in/sites/default/files/database/EG%20posters%20%20portrait%20-%20FAQ.pdf
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Nugget

Do you know that India added nearly 35 gigawatts (GW) of power capacity in 2024,

setting a new record for the calendar year? Despite the strong year, renewables only

made up around one-fifth of the total increase in power generation in 2024.

Accelerating the rollout of renewable sources is essential to reverse the rise in fossil

generation 

Know more

https://globalenergymonitor.org/report/despite-a-record-year-india-needs-to-double-renewables-deployment-by-2030-to-meet-energy-targets/
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Climate Connection is an initiative of Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG) to assist

and inform local communities, grassroots NGOs, environment and consumer groups, village

representatives and media representatives on how to embrace renewable energy, navigate

energy transition, mitigate climate change, and protect the environment they live in. We create

change by developing and disseminating information resources on air pollution, climate change,

environment and policies surrounding these issues.

All content (that does not specify a third party source) is

licensed for use under CC-BY-NC-SA 4.0

Contact
No.103, First Floor, Eldams Road, Teynampet, Chennai - 600018.

Phone: 044 - 24354458 / 044 - 24350387 
Email: climateconnection@cag.org.in
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