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Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG)

Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG) is a 36 year old Chennai based
non-profit, nonpolitical and professional organisation that works to protect
citizens’ rights in consumer and environmental issues, and to promote good
governance processes, including transparency, accountability and participatory
decision making.



Vanagaram Managaram (VM) Housing Village is a gated
community with more than 200 apartments. The children in the
Apartment decide to come together to form an Association. This
story is a journey of how individual children come together and
embark on putting together a formal ‘Teens' Association’ for the
betterment of their community.
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Annual General Body meeting (AGM) of the VM resident Welfare
Association is in progress. Children of the apartment are not allowed
there. Some of them gather at Ananya's house

How about we These Association
make dinner meetings take so
together? long, wonder that
they keep talking all
the time!

Am game, let's &
try something —
S




Ajith, Sushma and Ananya start making dinner
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" Yeah management of
parking lot, lift area,
play area, etc.
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They talk about maintaining and
improving common facilities. The
segregation we do here and all




VM Resident's Welfare
Association AGM
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We have to have better ways

of doing this. Let's take a

vote on what Mr. Swamy said




VM Resident's Welfare
Association AGM

Wow! Interesting!
How about we make
an association for us

For all the kids in
the apartment! Let
us get them all

together!
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The team decides to make a list of children in the different blocks and collect
information such as name, age, class, etc. They decide to tell everybody about
the idea of starting a children's association. They decide to meet after a week

with the details.

Let us get our own association and do a lot of things
together....ha ha ha...




The team meets after a week with details they have collected. Their experience was
positive and all children in the apartment have expressed interest in being part of
the association.

Let us invite everyone for an official
launch of our association next
weekend.




All the children gather at the Community Hall, they are lead by Aswin, Ananya, Nisha,
Raju, Sushma and Ajith
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All the children name the Association and elect Aswin, Ananya, Nisha, Raju,
Sushma and Ajith as their Office Bearers.

How about we call it

Teens' Association?

We are here to start
our own association

You guys should
lead us and tell
us what to do.
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A If.re_e_lt later, Teens' Association Office Bearers meet to discuss what kind of

activities they can engage in. Each one comes up with an idea, they decide to do
something useful and make people look up to them.

We have formed
the association.

What are we
oing to do?

We have to he
the best

j-.

Great! | called all

of you to discuss
| have a
what we.cuuld
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[ My Environmental Science
teacher explained the
importance of Sharing

Resources, practicing it in

daily life, it's contribution
to sustainable living and
saving resources. | was

very impressed. Shall we do
something around that?

| was thinking
on the same
lines too.

Sushma?

What did you
have in mind,

=1 Wohoo! we have a
great idea!




What a brilliant
name- SHARE
ON!

Shall we also see
how we can bring
in resources to
share.

You know
what? | have a
classmate

called N
Sharon. ha ha .
ha




Sushma explains ideas her teacher discussed in class. Everyone decides to
implement them in their Apartment.

Can you tell us what
your teacher discussed
in class?




Teens' Association meets at the community hall where the Office Bearers explain
the importance of sharing resources and sustainable living. They also reveal their

plan for a community activity.
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Friends, we have
come up with some
ideas. Sushma will
share them with us.
Do feel free to add
your points.

==L

. \_
i—ai&u ‘I||I|' I u‘ *H* 1-

]

N

0l
-



This clearly shows that many people in our country
do not get even one proper meal a day. So, it is sin to
waste food.
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We should tell our family to prepare only the needed guantity.
When there is excess we should share the food with friends,

neighbours, house-help, others so that it doesn't go waste




The excess food from
festivals, functions
and birthday parties
can be distributed to
destitute homesl
orphanages etc. What
do you think?

Yes! Yes! Yes!
'
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We could share items that are in good condition instead of throwing
them away, for example, books, stationeries, toys, clothes, household
articles, etc. They can be reused or recycledl upcycled and used

Can you give
examples of

recycled and
upcycled items?




We can make accessories like door mats, purse, bags, etc. with used
clothes. We can also make pen stand, jewel boxes and more with used
Ibroken coffee mugs, used carton boxes etc. Am I right?




Sushma asks Raju to talk about their novel event. The Office Bearers later decide
on a date for the event

What do you all think about
SHARING DAY in our community hall
next week? Let me explain...

We can bring used toys, books,
stationery clothes, home appliances,
all in good condition and currently
not used. Display them. We'll invite
residents, security personnel,
maids, technicians. They can come
and take what they want. We can

later donate the left overs to the




The Office Bearers and the members decide on a name for the event.

We will circulate the date
and timing of the event in
a couple of days

Shall we name the event
PROJECT- SHARE ON? What
do you all think?

We wlll teII our
parents about

I really like
theldea i
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TEENS' ASSOCIATION WELCOMES YOU TO
PROJECT- SHARE ON







e
SHARE AND
CARE

- PROJECT:




PROJECT- SHARE
O







TEENS' ASSOCIATION WELCOMES YOU TO
PROJECT- SHARE ON

Sharing resources is crucial .

It promotes equity -
It saves resources for future generation
Safeguards environment

DO NOT THROW AWAY ITEMS IN GOOD
‘VI‘JHDITIDH- GO ON! SHARE ON!




Senior residents discussing the Community project of the children.

Yes. This is such productive work. In fact when my
daughter told me about the association, | was
curious what they were planning.

| | What a great

Am proud of our b
children, they

have made us v '
think! %
They have

taught us
something
today




Children from the neighbouring apartment enquire about the event in the
VM Housing Complex

We have formed
a "Teens'

Association
"and today we
organised an

event called

"Project- SHARE
unds very

' interesting!
What is the We should do

something 3

event going on
? - -
at your place? : ike this too. JRCH




Aswin, Ananya, Sushma, Raju, Nisha and Ajith meet to celebrate the success
of the PROJECT- SHARE ON . They decide to donate the items left over from
the event.

Three cheers for
the success of
today's event. Let us meet after
three months for
another event!




| am so happy
that this
message has

passed on.

| can't wait to tell
my school friends
about it!
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