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Seminar on Waterways in Chennai

Valedictory Session
Presentation of the Recommendations of the Seminar

Tmt. Susan Mathew IAS,
Additional Chief Secretary & Vice Chairperson,
Chennai Metropolitan Development Authority.

Hon’ble Minister for Information and Chairman, CMDA,
Worshipful Mayor,
Member-Secretary, CMDA,
Chief Planner, CMDA
Distinguished delegates,
Senior Officers of the Government,
Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen.

2. We have come to the close of the two days’ Seminar organized by CMDA on the
“Waterways in Chennai”. The Hon’ble Chief Minister, and the Hon’ble Deputy Chief
Minister are spear-heading the river restoration efforts in this metropolitan area as well as in
the whole State.

3. We are happy and grateful to the Hon’ble Minister and the Worshipful Mayor for
taking time off to be with us at the Valedictory session of the two days’ Seminar. We had 5
Technical Sessions, chaired by senior level officials/experts, and had 23 Speakers covering
all the aspects of the river flooding, pollution and river restoration. To sum up ones thoughts,
at the end of the 2 days’ Seminar, | would say that rivers are the lifelines of the metropolis;
the river is a living eco-system; water connects us all. The Speakers made very erudite
presentation and all of us, we found, lamented the suffocation and the dearth of our water
bodies and waterways. We call for concerted efforts to revive and rejuvenate our waterways.

4. The main recommendations of the Seminar are:

Q) Rivers are a living eco-system. They are lifelines of the people, closely linked with
culture and tradition. Their restoration, making them environmentally beneficial, has become
more imperative than ever, now.

(i) Rapid urbanization and resultant load on infrastructure and untreated discharge of
sullage and sewage into the river have added to the problems of rivers.
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(iii)  In the last few years, taking stock of the situation, certain efforts have been taken to
improve Chennai’s river-environment; now we have a road map for river conservation.

(iv)  The priorities and phasing of the plan implementation to achieve the goal should be
clearly listed and the role of the stakeholders clearly defined. The sequence of actions to
tackle the problem may be —

e Flood alleviation

e prevention of pollution to the waterways
e cleaning up of the waterways by removing encroachments & obstructions,
e Restoration/improvements to the waterways and continued maintenance.

(V) River conservation is a long term project, and it has to be sub grouped as short term,
medium and long term proposals.

(vi)  Flood is not a curse. It is a natural phenomenon.

(vii)  Floods are opportunities to augment ground water recharge by construction of check
dams, filter wells, and underground tunnels/storage reservoirs if the soil conditions and slopes
permit.

(viii) Storage capacity in lakes and other water bodies has to be increased.

(ixX)  Wherever possible the rivers should be widened, with submersible areas at middle
level which may be developed as recreational areas, walk ways and bio-diversity zones to
prevent encroachment

(x) Flood plains should be developed along the waterways in the areas outside the towns
and cities, adopting the retention modal, as a solution against flood hazards; these flood

plains could be developed as parks or green belts for recreation as camp sites, etc.

(xi)  The feasibility of converting the middle stretch of B’Canal as a water storage
reservoir in the long run should be examined.

(xit)  The river basin has to be taken as a planning unit and not the river alone.

(xii) In Chennai, there are systemic deficiencies in sewage collection and disposal which
need to be addressed with a time-frame.
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(xiv) Efforts were taken under Chennai City River Conservation Project (CCRCP) to
reduce the pollutants in the sewage let into the waterways) by Metro-water. These efforts
have to be continued.

(xv) Al unauthorized discharges causing pollution to waterways to be stopped. No
sewerage or sullage without treatment shall be allowed to be out into water courses. The
pollution levels in waterways should be closely monitored by TNPCB.

(xvi) The major lakes identified for storage of potable water are to be clearly defined and
strongly regulated to prevent pollution. Periodical deweeding, and introduction of fish culture
to improve the water quality should be also be tried.

(xvii) In large urban areas, decentralized system of sewerage treatment may be tried for cost
effectiveness. Advance action to locate and acquire the lands for S.T.P sites shall be taken by
the Metro Water.

(xviii) Conventional system of solid waste disposal at dumping sites cause pollution to
ground water. The method of scientific landfills should be adopted in all such land fill sites.

(xix) Resettlement and Rehabilitation is resorted to in cases of slums on waterways only
because they cannot be allowed to continue therein considering environment and safety
against floods. In such R & R schemes a holistic approach with all infrastructure including
education facilities, adequate transport facilities, livelihood activities shall be ensured.

(xx)  The departments owning the lands along the watercourses shall take action to protect
them from encroachment.

(xxi) Eco-engineering should also be adopted as a solution to bring the nature back and
rejuvenate the rivers.

(xxii) As the availability of land for Resettlement & Rehabilitation of slum dwellers is a
constraint in Chennai, the available regulatory concessions such as additional FSI of 50% for
EWS housing, TDR, and premium FSI should be optimally utilized to increase the supply of
housing for the target group.

(xxiii) Appreciating the private initiative at Coimbatore by ‘Siruthuli’, it is recommended
that corporate sector participation, general public participation, in planning, and improvement

of lakes and rivers should be encouraged.

(xxiv) Cleaning up of rivers and conservation of water bodies should be thought of as a
movement with the participation of all stakeholders including general public.
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(xxv) In our country, no single agency owns waterways or take the responsibility for their
maintenance. In Chennai, CMDA may take the lead role bringing in all the stakeholders
together to address the problem of waterways and for its restoration.

(xxvi) CDIA study has recommended an institutional set up for planning, coordination and
monitoring of water ways conservation, which may be examined and permanent set up
constituted.

(xxvii) Adequate public awareness against the pollution of water bodies has to be created by
organizing community education campaigns.

(xxviii)The innovative techniques used for Sabarmathi River Water Front development were
recorded. Recognizing that flow in the rivers will dilute and reduce the pollution, ways and
means to have increased flow in the rivers in Chennai (as tried in Sabarmathi) may be
examined.

(xxix) The experiences of Bhopal lake development project presented were recorded.
Integrated conservation and management plans for lakes including catchment areas are to be
prepared and implemented. No Construction Zones in the upstream of the lakes identified
have to be clearly demarcated as may be recommended by the PWD/Metro-water and
developments regulated.

(xxx) Use of sewage for power generation and recycling of waste water should be
encouraged.

(xxxi) Accurate contour map for designing storm water drainage needs to be prepared for the
Metropolitan Area.

(xxxii) Agencies such as Chennai Port Trust, who have been benefited from interventions/
changes in the course of rivers in Chennai should contribute financially for their restoration /
conservation.

(xxxiii) Recording the efforts of implementation of the Adyar Poonga Master Plan, it was
recommended that such pilot projects should be replicated and more such environmentally
good eco-parks should be developed, to serve large sections of the population. Getting the
citizens involved is important “Saving Waterways” should become a People’s movement.

(xxxiv) River front development plan should also aim at creating more recreational open
spaces, as its percentage is very low in Chennai
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(xxxv) Area development plans prepared at micro level such as Detailed Development Plan
should contain plan for ground water recharge at least in large premises such as schools,
public places etc.

(xxxvi) Sustainability measures should form part of the Integrated River Restoration Plans.

*khkkkk
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