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Does walking through the streets of Chennai feel like a chore?
Do the poor roads, terrible traffic, congestion, and pollution
put you off? Would you rather just drive your car or bike?

This is what we all choose to do; which explains the
congestion, pollution and the accidents on our roads. We live
,.--__’_; in cities that prioritise motorised traffic by widening roads,
building flyovers, etc. Pedestrians and cyclists have no space
on the roads. Eventually, they choose motorised modes to get
around also. And then we have more congestion, more
pollution and more accidents.

it doesn't have to be like thisl
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Clean air is easy!
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Private vehicles contributes 89% of emissions from the

transport sector in Chennai.
Source: urbanemissions.info (2012)

Chennai's particulate matter is three to five times more
than WHO limits. This has, in 2020, led to 11,000
premature deaths.

Source: Greenpeace International 2022

' Chennai's air is unsafe to breathel
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Governments must prioritise cycling, walking, public transport
by creating:

« Wider, safer pavements for all

« Frequent pedestrian crossings

» Dedicated cycle lanes

« Interlinked, seamless travel between bus, train

» Easy travel to and from bus stops/stations

« Better frequency, service quality, coverage of

city by bus/train

This can clear the congestion on our roads.
And we can breathe clean air again!
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Green spaces are
assential!

Trees are the lungs of the city

They play a major role in absorbing carbon dioxide
and providing shade. Lack of green cover and
increase in concrete surfaces leads to higher
temperatures. This is called urban heat island
effect. No wonder our summers are feeling hotter!

We can help Chennai cool down by planning green
spaces and planting more trees around us. Trees
are great for mental health! They create calm
spaces for physical activity.

lsn't the canop of a tree
hice to cool off under?
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Social spaces are enjoyable!

Chennai’s streets are chaotic and unsafe. There are no provisions for social
interaction. Much of our time on roads is spent cocooned inside a car or zipping by
on a bike. Good street design should provide spaces to socialise, meet new people
and make new friends.

We need streets designed for people, not machines. We need:
Benches

Trees

Parks

Drinking water

Toilets

Walkin@ shopping or even waiting For the bus can all be
opportunities to meet new people and moke new
Friends.




FeNDS CIHITL TP @RS BT L L0
L0 &SNPFFWlemeoT Si61flhGL0!

Clg6iTemeoTUN 60T FMED6VEET (HULILLW HleOMBEHSHTEHEN LTHISTLULNMSTEHEL 2 6T6Tg).
@hE FePs OSTLIUSEDHSE 6HG eumuliyw @mUuSevensn. gmemeouley [HITLD
Qaevallp GlumwUTeuTeT CHIMSET QI STHEEG6T QEUTeS6STETHCHTL 60608
QM mUSHE ULUMSGHCOHTO. [Heev FTeDEL  6UQEIMIOLIL  6160TUG  FePsS
QBTLILUSERSGW, LUHW WE5606MF FhHSHHs6|0 LEHW HeoTLTHEm6T 2 (HeUTEHS6 L0
eumwlLeNlugTes @H&s Couetor(B). HL&E CHEMEL DEEHEHSEHTE EUIRElEDESILIL L
FemEVS6TSH M6, QUHSJHISEHEHE TS 6UIQEUEDISSHLILIL L FTEMEVSHET S|606V.

L& G C&6meuWTEsTem6L:
o GUNY&6T

LO [T 161 & 61T

gr’masrrésassﬁ

B &6voT6Tot

SLILLEDM S 6T

BL UL, QTG CIFWaIS) SHEVev) CLIBHSINSTSE

HMSHSNHULG FaL LIS HLIT HDETF FHSH DD 69(1h
QUTILILIT S Si6DLWedTGLO.




Streets should be sale!

Did you know that 17 people are kiled on

Indion roads every hour!
Source: Road Accidents in India 2019, MoRTH

Increasing number of private transport vehicles, poor driving
skills, lack of respect for other road users together with poor
street/road design are all responsible for these shocking
numbers.

Pedestrians (especially women, children and the elderly) also
battle other dangers on our streets. Do you feel safe letting
your child walk alone? Are your roads well lit? And do you feel
safe walking alone?
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We need fewer private vehicles on our roads, more public
transport opportunities and better enforcement.

As citizens, we need to know and obey traffic rules at all
times, and respect other road users - even those ones that we
view as slow (pedestrians and cyclists).

A well-lit street busy with pedestrians, vendors and cyclists is
safer than a road with only cars driving by.

Wouldn't it be nice to have zero deaths on
our roods?

Wouldnt it be nice to walk without fear,
clay or night?
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Streetds tor all!

Street design should accommodate the needs of the disabled,
the elderly and children. Our streets are impossible to use,
given the chaotic traffic, uneven pavements, encroachments
by vehicles and shops. When even the young and fit struggle
under these circumstances, imagine the plight of the disabled
or the elderly!
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These can make our streets universally accessible:

Wide, even pavements with ramps for
wheelchair users.

Disabled friendly infrastructure like tactile tiles.
Safe pedestrian crossing with median refuge
Accurate, dependable signage on roads/streets

Imagine needina a Friends help to
even just cross the road

Inalepenalenﬂy navigating a road is
everyor\e’s riﬁth.
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Public transport con mak.e +hing<5
better For EVERYONE!

Everyone has a right to safe, affordable transport whether
they are studying, working, or socialising. If we want our
streets to be safe, clean, accident-free, less congested, we
need to start using public transport.

Sadly, public transport (buses, trains, share autos, etc) has
been neglected; this has forced many of us to prefer private
transport.

We can improve our public transport by:
1.Increasing fleet size and frequency of services
2.Making it affordable and accessible for all
3.Making it easy to use public transport - good information,
connectivity between buses and trains, improved safety
4.Using green energy sources.

We need to redesign our streets in such a way that it

prioritises public transport, pedestrians and cyclists over
private vehicles.

Good public transport can moke all our

lives better.
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We started off wanting to re-imagine our city.

Sustainable mobility is one way to do it.

It's a way of commuting that is safe, equitable, cohesive, while
also keeping our impact on earth low. Walking, cycling and
public transport are the more sustainable modes of transport
available.
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There is now a dglolaal shift to sustainable mobility; and
the way!

Chennai can lea
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Sustainable mobility is recognised globally as
an important contribution to reducing our
carbon footprint. The United Nations, in its
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
recognises liveable, sustainable cities as
crucial and that sustainable mobility is an
essential part of achieving this.
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» Provide a complete NMT friendly streets with cycle tracks,
wide footpaths

« Promote sustainable modes of transport

» Disincentivize private transport

Have you heard about the ‘car-free Sunday’ in Chennai?

It is one of the initiatives taken by Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCC) to promote a healthier lifestyle and equitable street design.
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Plan ol Action - Citizens
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Communn’rz—led etforts are powerktul ﬁ%&
drivers o change v

Citizen Responsibility:

« Follow rules and regulations laid down

« Maintain public infrastructure
Choose sustainable modes of transportation.
Try to walk or cycle for short trips. As much as
possible, opt for public transport instead of
private vehicles.

Let us work +oae+her‘ to create a sustainable
Chennai.
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Where would you rather live?
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