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Uptake of Solar Agriculture Pumpsets in Tamil Nadu

The estimated number of Agricultural Households in Tamil Nadu is 32.44 Lakh. Over 21
lakh agriculture pumps in the state require 3000 crore subsidy annually and require
8900 MW capacity, approximately 20% of state electricity consumption. The power
supply is intermittent and still, over 4 lakh more farmers are waiting for their free
connection for 15 years and are also demanding diesel subsidies for their existing

pumps.

Given the context, solarisation of agricultural fields and installation of solar pumps
will help in releasing some of this stress and further go a long way in promoting

distributed renewable energy (DRE) solutions in the sector.

In order to bring in the voices of farmers, solar developers & experts of the solar
agriculture industry and identify gaps & opportunities for solarising agriculture in TN,
Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG) in association with South Indian
Chamber of Commerce India (SICCI) organised a webinar as part of the Climate Voices
Tamil Nadu initiative. The webinar hosted a panel of eminent speakers including Mrs.
Shanthi, Senior Engineer, Agriculture Engineering Department, Mr. Venkatesh L R, CEO,
Vesat Renewables, Mr. Ashok Kumar, MD, KCP Solar, Mr. S. Ranganathan, Cauvery Delta
Farmers Welfare Association and Mr. Shankar, SICCI. The speakers covered a range of
aspects pertinent to availing solar pumps with focus on the role of Govt departments

and subsidies.

“The TN Agriculture department has installed around 5800 stand alone solar pumps
from 2013-14 to 2020-21 with the help of GOl and GoTN Subsidies.” - Mrs. Shanthi,

Superintending Engineer, Agricultural Engineering Department



VoOI(~>ES

Citizen consumer and civic Action Group

There are some good incentives offered by the government in support of solar for
farmers under different programs and schemes such as 70% subsidy for solar pumps
under the KUSUM scheme. Yet, the understanding and knowledge of farmers about
these schemes are limited. There is a strong need to increase awareness among
farmers and engage with the media to amplify demand for DRE and further build a

strong climate narrative in Tamil Nadu.

“The geographical advantages that TN enjoys coupled with the Govt schemes and
initiatives make solar pumps the most economic and viable solution for farmers in
the long run. This is the future.”- Mr. S. Ranganathan, General Secretary, Cauvery

Delta Farmers Welfare Association

“If a farmer installs grid-connected solar, he will get Rs. 2.26 plus 50 paise for
exporting one unit of power. Additionally the farmer gains uninterrupted power
supply for 12 hours.” - Mr. Ashok Kumar, KCP Solar, President of Tamil Nadu Solar

Developers Association

Discussions during the webinar were focused on answering specific questions on the
application process and the need to improve dissemination of information around
subsidies applicable for solar pumps. Speakers and participants reflected that there
is a strong need to ensure that a dissemination strategy is devised to take the
information around solar pumps to the grassroots. This webinar could create a
platform for relevant stakeholders to inform themselves, engage and contribute to

the discourse around reimagining the agriculture sector with improved DRE solutions.

For more details, please contact:
K. Vishnu Mohan Rao (CAG) - vishnu@cag.org.in / Pavithra R (CAG) -

pavithra.ramesh@cag.org.in

About Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG):
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CAG is a 35-year-old non-profit and non-political organization that works towards
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protecting citizens' rights in consumer, civic and environmental issues and promoting
good governance processes including transparency, accountability, and participatory

decision-making.

About Climate Voices Tamil Nadu:

Climate Voices is a collaborative made up of Asar, Climate Trends and Purpose, aimed
at engaging key stakeholders on climate change and amplifying solutions to achieve
sector and state leadership on climate resilience and reach new audiences. In Tamil
Nadu, our goal is to build public discourse around climate resilient practices in
agriculture (specifically around water security & energy) with all stakeholders in the
policy and implementation chain, including agri-tech manufacturing, farmer unions,
women’s livelihood groups, up to concerned policymakers.

About Southern India Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI)

The Southern India Chamber of Commerce and Industry (SICCI), which has completed
hundred years of excellence and enterprise in service to the southern region of this
nation, is one of the oldest but largest and prestigious institutions of its kind in India.
The Chamber is a founding member of The Federation of Indian Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), New Delhi, the apex body, and continues to take an
active interest in the affairs of this national body.


https://www.asar.co.in/
https://climatetrends.in/
https://www.purpose.com/
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SLOIDBITL 1960 &luIFSHS) cLpeuld QuUIniGLD Ceuermesr LILDLICFL (h&emer
LweTU(RS S 2a18G 615560

SLOIDBITL 19.60 aNeu&FMIL & (HLDOLIMKISETE 6T6UIENSEMS 32.44 UL FLD GLD.
SLOIDBITL 19.60 21 UL FHIHGLD CLoMLIL L. @N6UFMIL LIDLSHET @UIRIGISDE
S4,660(h&@& 3000 GaTlg Wmeswid CHemauliL(bEMEI, LDOHMILD 8900 CILDSHTEUTL
et CHmULILBEMEI. Gl &LOM MHeVHH6T 20% LD HISHTEY S @GLD.
LO6oTEM &L (HLILIML Lg 631T60, @I6STENID 4 UL FHHISHGLD SIHSLDM6uT eleUgFTuUIS6r
HRIGaN6T Qleveus QenemilINM&TS 15 U(HLAISATTS &THS(HSH DTS,
Goeild MHGUTGI6NET LILDLSEHSHE le&6D DMEsNUISH S WD CoHIT(H ST 6uTI).

&HLPM6VS H(hHHeL Q&Mau(H, alleUF T QLI &m6T CFTELMIGCEF L6 CIFIOIS)
MM G&FTeLMy LULDLGsmaT Himia|aig < &Hiime 6T (LSS S S 60\ (b
fevaumenm alGaléEs 2 e . G @&Genmuiled allbCUITS&SLILIL L
LGIINE85558 MM (DRE) Felsenen 2ad@GaNliLgled B Myb
Q&F6LQYILD.

&L 1g. &60T HevTerow| Lol & HlaNS Y Fag6tm GehL (FleJg), s6ud Qbdliieor CFLOLIT
9L &Mjery QS 2 L 6T Qemeunihd elleugmuiger, C&meomiy

G 6ueuLILIT&6T LOMMILD &l Geuenmeor GG MLHELGIEMMUT6EI 626V EVIHIT&6TI6oT
&(hSGIHHmen SMle|D MMID SLOILPHTH Ceuenmenr Hiemmenil CEFMeVemFery
Q&WINHMSTEST QemL_CleuaTNGHemaTu|d eUMULILISENETILILD 6oL WIT6OTLD
SMEILIHMGSLD, SLOILPHTL Lq.607 LI eUHlensv DMMHM QB (H&SSl (PWHHUTN6T 62(1h
LGSHWITS Qeuleotiy ep6sT6mm JOUT(H QWIS Qeuliefled Geuenrmesor
QuruNwied glemm cLpss QAumdiimeny HLOE FrHE, eNFTL QyesTautLeLerv
H6MEVENLD HIT6UTEH HH ST g‘,](r_r, anrmacl_dg Ca& CGameormy Hijeums
@u_la@amj Hm. ACHFTS @Lnrrlj MHMID STGeul QL6LL T eNCUSFTUNSET BV
FMIGSLD &rn]urr&) Q@ RGBT 63T 56\)Lr,g|Q5rrmm_mU Gu&&rrmljasm SII&
gjmg)&,m mmguu) LOMESNLIMIGEM6IT LIRIENS 60LDOWILDTSS Qaarrsmrr@ G&meorry
LIDL&6meNLI LIWL6STLI(R S SHIeUHM @ CILIT(HSHFHLOMEI LI6D LDEFMISEm6 66l & g 6oTl).

"SLODBHIT(H CaleTTEEuTemLDd HlmMm 2013-14 (LPFH6EL 2020-21 QIENIJ GOI LDOHM)ILD GoTN
LOMesNUMIG 66T 2 &L 63T &HLOM 5800 &63118 & 60N GEFMELIT] LILDL|GH6eme6r
HmieNujenengl” - S emnHd, cpdd Qummdlimen, Geuermesor CUTMIUTILIEL
&levm
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KUSUM SIL_L 6T Lp C&mevmy LIDL&E5&@E 70% mefluid Gumestm LebGeum)
SILLR&eT MM S L RiGeNeT S1p eNeugmuisEndh@ CEMeO) Q& JeUrs
SIJFTRIGLD L HELEV 215EGHCHTENSHHEMET QULNHIGEHMG). 6TeoNlgyILD, QhSHH

S L misemenLl UMM eTleusmuilsen LDHMILD 2 6TeasT HTHUIL FHemevealijserileot
Lfl§6eL mmID SiMl6y GemmeursGeul 2 eteng). eleugmuisefsnL G

NPl euTTened SHSFEHSELD, LGHILINESE5EE U MHMeL&66T (DRE) GC&HemeemiL
9158686 D HMID FHLOILPSESHEL CLOEILD CUGVIEUTE SHTeVHENEL &6M&EDILI
2 (H6UTHS 261L_&hiGEHL 60T F(HLL 6D 62(Ih e IeUTen CHeme 2 eTeng).

“9IJ& SIL_LMIG6NT LDMHMILD (LP6aT(LPUWIMEIGHET Y HiieuMMIL 6T TN HsnILION&HEGLD
LeNUNUICL HESTERLOGET & Il LILDLISem6T H6tIL ST &HHMEG elleusmuisendHE
LO&6LD CQUITIHEMTHTY LOHMID FTSHHUILDTEN STEUTE &G H6TM60T. ) &IH 6ot
§1HTHMeVLD. ”- S(Ih. 6T6rV. NHIGHITH60T, QUITHIEF QFuteomeanry, STl ClLeoLm
NeUFTUNSET [H6LF FRIGLD”

SLOILDS LD&S6N QHTEmSHUT6, 70 FSHANKGLD GoueanTesnn LODMHMILD SIS §w)IL 65T
QFHTLJLML LI HLllgHemndH&afled F(HUL (ReTensiy LDHMID 32 VL FHGIHELD
GMUL L GHDURGT eleudF Tl & (HLOURISTS Si60L_WITeTLD

SmewrLILL (Rererenr. @& LOMH6L LO&H&ETCGHTEm&HUNEL GL(HLD LiGHenl
2_aTeML MGG OHMILD LTHeVS ST CI&TETEnSSHET DHMILD LDTMHMHRISEm6N
2_(HeUTHGUEUTHMET LTHSGLD BMMemevs & Tesur(heITerns).

“62(1p eleugmull Kl QeneuissLUL L CFmevsmn HMIaN6TeD, Si6U(H&S 62(1h

W el &&Slem HMILDS) G €15.2.26 LDHMILD 50 HLFT QST(H&HSLILRLD.
Fa(h 6L, lleuFmul&er 12 6wl CHILD HemL_UuNeLeLM LOIHTFTILD CILMIEUMTSSIT. -
. S1GFTHGLMY, CHHALN GFmeom, LOILPHTEH GCFTeLM CILal6VLILIT6rV
SICFTHCUIOQ6DT &6mEV6LIT”

QeuLiNesTileL LI LDUITCVITEI &6VIHGHIMIIITL 6L &6 6Xl6TuT6auTLILI ClF ISV (LD DM
LMHMID CFTELMT UDLSEHSHE QUIT[HHSILD LomesTluihiGenanrt Lmmiul
H&H6ULGHMEL LFLILeUmNS GLOL(ESSHIeUSDETe CaHeallsErnsHE

LS eVeMNLILISIEL &eUetTD QFVISSHLILILL &) . CUFFTEMISH6IT LDHMILD



Citizen consumer and civic Action Group

URICSHMHUTEN&6T GCEFITEVIT] LILDLGH6MOTE MM &56U60GHEm6I

Sl L L $HMGS 6T(HHGIF CF6L6V €1 LTLLSHD 2 68 euGSHSLLGMMS 2 M
Q&I euevleumer GCaHemed Q(HLILIMS LNTSILIEOSS6or). GLOLL L 1q.89,T@)
817618 @pL60T Geuenmeior HlemmeniLl LOMILIFIFevement QFILIUMSEF SHMILL|eiTen
QETHOUTLNEYSHGS QFTL LML I LRIGSTITSH6T Hhi&Eh5HEGS C&Feissea],
FEULeD mmID URSaN&EH6|D @bhe CleULITTT] 6(h aM1Hms 2 (heUTHS
PIg U|LD.

Gy NeUNRISEESHE, SUW|CFILG| CHTL L CI&Tereare]Lb:
GC&.eMe16m)| GLOMS6T [T6) (CAG) - vishnu@cag.org.in / UENSIT 41 (CAG) -
pavithra.ramesh@cag.org.in

&L 1g &60T HetTervw] 0 & HlaNS g, Faget GehL (HleJl) ummi:

& 1q &6071 HevTarou |10 & Hle& g),Fa6dT GCHLI (Fl6JeR)) 6T6oTLIG| 35 QY,660(H HIT6L
@eomu CHI&SMHM, LDOMILD HFHIIED FMITH HEMLILMGLD, @G HISHTCeUT
LMHMILD &OMIEFGHLPL LNTEHm6TISHMNED &lLD&Eer60 2 [l6nLD &M 6L
LUTSISTUILSDOGSLD QeuaNliuemL §&esTenio, QUITMILILGFam6eL WMMID LKIGHML]
(WPIg6] 2 6Tafll L HeLeLTL & CFuwleL(LpemmEsneT GLOLDL(RSGIISMDEGLD
QEweLLGHMSG).

SLOIDBT(H Hmevblemev Gev&er LMMI:

&MeLHlemeL GeL&H6IT SIeMLDLIL| 6T6TLH| 2UFTT, HlenenGLoL. L CT6sTL_erv MmmILD
LiTLIeny Q&I himiedeuhisenet G&mewIL&|. &Teuhlene IHOLD GMN&S (P&HSHU
LURIGSTTT&Hen6T FHUGSSIFH60 HMID STevhleney Henevd s estenLouile LEg)
&l6nm LOMILD LOMHEVS HENEVEMLDEMIL ML EUSMESHITE SiT6)&HemerL
QUHSGSH6L LDOHMILD LG LITFeneULITaTIHenend CFeTmenLalend ChHT&HaL0MEs
QBTEHUTL_G|. SHLOILDBITL 19.60, Geuenmesor QIGMLACLEHILLI 2 MHLIGSH, 2 LD FhiGhIGET,
CILITITS 6T UMDEUTHTTS G(LPSEHET, FIOLUHSLILL L QBTETend eUGLILITET]S6I

o L LL, Q&Memsns LMHMILD CQFILLRSHHID FhiFHedluilsi Slenes s
LRIGSTITSMETLD (GOILILTS B UTGHISTLIL MHMID QMHMENe0F &)
GeuemmenienLouNeL &mevhleney QBELPFH HenL (PmMSBmeTE &MHMI CILITE)
QErHUTLhlenel 2 (HaUTHGaIGCSH 6ThiGET GMISCHTATTGLD.
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&F6Us QhHiest CFOUIT Y.Ll SITLDTerv QHSIWIT (SICCI)

F6us Qmdluleot CELOUIT oL &Mogerv @b (SICCl), Qbh& BHITLLq.60T QHMGS
LOGUITL 60 GEemeuuiled HIMI Y 6ui(h&emen Hemme| Q&G HMHG eNemmis,
@bHwimaiev 2_erar OIGL LILPemLOWITsS MMID WS H&E Bmielemiseailey
REIOTGLD. QhS FRIGLD, LGIEIL60e0luTeT QB QIfHSHS OHMILD
QFMALGIEMM Fal L enLoLiNes (FICCI) Himieuent 2 MILNenyns 2 eTeng), GLogy|Lb
Abg RIS CHEIW SiemLLN6T aNeUSTIRISATE CHTL JHEHI 4TINS
2_6IeNg).



