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Road Safety Week 2023

For immediate release January 19, 2023

The “Road Safety Week 2023 (January 11 - 17) is a national event declared by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) to emphasise the need for proactively employed road
safety measures, to reduce road crash risks and fatalities. According to MoRTH, India witnessed
about 1.5 lakh road fatalities and an overwhelming 3.8 lakh road crash injuries in the year 2021.
Road crashes are the result of an interplay of various factors; and initiatives such as the Road
Safety Week aim at addressing the several causes of road crashes.

To mark the week, Citizen consumer and civic Action Group (CAG) in collaboration with the
Greater Chennai Traffic Police and the Citizen Consumer Club of Patrician College of Arts and
Science, organised an event targeting the budding young drivers of the state emphasizing the
need for safe, and responsible road behaviour.

Statistics reveal that 9% of the total road crashes in India have been attributed to people driving
without acquiring a driving license, with Tamilnadu alone attributing 5284 road crashes to
unlicensed drivers. This is the second highest in the country following Madhya Pradesh. Driving
without a license is a dangerous practice that needs to be curbed; and what place better to begin
spreading the message than by talking to our young drivers? The event, attended by college
students, drove home the message that acquiring a driving license is an important and legal
mandate to drive.

The event was flagged off with a short film discussing the need for safety gears such as
helmets, seat belts etc and visually illustrated the perils of speeding. This was followed by a road
safety training programme where students were briefed about the procedures for acquiring a
driving licence. The students also took a mock written test similar to the ones administered at
RTOs.

The chief guest Thiru. Hitler, Assistant Commissioner of Police - Traffic South stressed that two
wheeler drivers and pedestrians are the most vulnerable on Indian roads and it is important to
abide by road rules to ensure our own safety and that of others. The special address was
delivered by Thiru. Palanivel, RTO - South. He shared practical road safety tips, encouraging
students to be aware of road rules and abide by them.
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An MTC bus driver was felicitated for his service and safe conduct on roads. An auto driver was
also felicitated for rendering timely help to road crash victims and for functioning as primary
emergency vehicles in most of the road crash cases. This was to help young people see that
on-road good behaviour is good not just for themselves, but for the community at large.

Varsha Vasuhe V, researcher at CAG underlined that as a road user one cannot be complacent in
following rules, and that every traffic violation attracts a penalty as per the Motor Vehicles
Amendment Act 2019. The principal Dr. Usha George also motivated the students by
emphasizing that road safety is a collective responsibility.

The event brought together civil society organisations, college students, traffic police officials
and representatives of the state transport department and helped students take home practical
steps for daily action on roads to create a safer road environment for all road users.

For further information, contact: Varsha - 9677537989 |
varsha.vasuhe@cag.org.in

About CAG

Citizen consumer & civic Action Group (CAG) is a thirty seven year old non profit and non
political organisation working on citizen rights and good governance. It has worked primarily to
protect the interests of consumers and citizens of Chennai even as its efforts have had state level
and even national level impacts.
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FMeD6LLI LIMGHISHTLIL| cuyLd 2023
UGS fHema euerfluip

2 1 eoriq Gleuefluil 1qmans,
G1&F6oTeme60T, 19 - 01- 2023

“FIemeuLl LIMgI& UL auryd 2023 (&eoteurfl 11 - 17) 6l6oTLIg)| &FTenell GUIMS @GS LDMMILD
QBGHEHFTENGY ANEWFFHHSHTeL (MORTH) SimlaisaLinl L Ga8w HISLHaITGLD, Q& &FTeHG6UL
UTGHISTULIMNG  Weite|Flenid  eMUiugm@&GLl  Fmened  allLighd DUMWBISGT  OMMILD
2 WNHIPLILISHENETEH  (GHDMEHG  aUeDHUN  FTenell  UMHISTUIL  HLGUIQEHDHSHC6IT
WPGITEGTHLILSNEGL h@&Lb. MORTH Lilg, 2021 9yl DeuoTiqer @b WTailey sLomy 1.5 el gLb
gmemev LGS LDJeuImISHEHLD, 3.8 WL FID FTeney LGS BFHBISHGHLD HISHLPHEHIGT6THI.
Fmemev LG5S LIeBaUM| &Tenil&erlleil allememaUM@GLD. FMenUL! LIMGISTLIL] GUTILD

GLIMGBTM (WETUPWMFSH6IT B & HNSH W GbLPMH6MHVHENETS, 560011 &H S 2561|851 60TMGIT.

FMEOGUL LIMGISTUL] auTyLd 2023-23 Hlemeoie) dn(hLd 6N Uiley, FLIq&6oT SeoTeIVULLDY 160oTL
Aol 660 GCbL (HlgB)), TN GILI(BHHT CUTHGTSHSI HTEUGIGHM OMHMILD
QuLfaswer SHemev wMHMILD Aelwe  sevamiluller HLiqaer  &HeTELT &6l
RSNWINMIL 6T QN6 HI)I, LOTHIVSHS 6T QIGTITHGHIAIBLD Q6D R (HHTHNCT Q606566
Q& M0t (h (D MHSHLPEME! GMLIT(H QFWLISSH. RHS HSHLPEFS LIMTGHISTLILITGT LOMM)|LD

QuIMILILITET &Menev HLGemGHUlled Bgemauenwl UMM alalfl$sg. @bHHWIailey HLH%
QLTHF FTene ailLggIHeMev 9% RU(GHT 2 fl CLIMTOEY GUTSHGEND RL(HLIGUTHEITTEL
gOULLHTS  LemerflalaugmiseT gFallsdlermer. @& Bl FTenasHerilcv  Smmy
RL_(h6oTJ&HorT6or

6160016001 &6M & 1SS 115 G)6MTeMTeNS il 1G5 TL (h85IMFI. 5284 FMenov alLISE1858@EHHE 2L
QUMTEH GUTHET RLIGHBGT  &HMJeld elerm SWOIPHTH CSH@NSHGHI6TETG, LSS
NyBsFsHemas  QSTLIHG  QUeolLmeug QLo  SOWPHIH 266Gl Qg
BOSHSHUILILHInlq U AFHFMIHSVTSLD. HHCa QHS HlHLPE| @ (BHT 2 FILOLD GlLIN|AIG)
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WSHSIWILD GTGITMILD &I UTHGTD RU(HUSMSBTET FLLUILLTEI QHheIGUTD 6l6or GlFIglenul

CamgL (h @N6mee wg)].

QaMEEIDLL, &L Que GUTETIM UTHISTLL 2 LISJeIMISHN6TL  LIWGTU (0|66
AuAwgemsll  ummud  AHCUHHFHTeL  FHUGBLD  WLISGHIGHMET — @UTH &GO
GOILULSSHGT el QHDHISHFS)  GGTLBISIWG|. AHN6sH CSTLITHS FTeD6ULI
unglsmiyl uuNmeg Sl gdHer S @UGHT 2 fld UMISNGS CHenaulmer FL L
HEDL (LLEDMEHEIT GM GG DTEIRITHGEHSHE ANTHHUILILL . 7.19.9.'661Tlev HLGGUILIHLD
LT 6T(L0S G5 BHTEMEULD LOMTEIOTGUJEHGIT 6T(LDSGOTT.

WHeTenld all(BhHerT SHld. vy, 615601 CFeTenel BUTH@GHATSHEH 2 @il SHTeU
HemeooTwly  CugensHUN, QbHIHUl FIO&HeHL QH FHHJ UTHG RLIGHET LDMMILD
UTHFTHISHET S LM HSLILIL SHInIqUIGTHGET 6I6TMID, HLOSHGLD LDMHMEUTHGHEEHLD
UTgISTUDL 2 MISegiiw  Fmena  alHlsHemnem SHenLLIGLILIGI  (WHSIWLD  6T60T ML
aueuMISHleorTy. HAmUiLengenul Sl[h. LIPeilGalcy, TIqR - OHMES QILPBIGIGITY. FTen6uL]
UTGISTULS GMILULSE6T Aal] USITHG, FMemev alHleHener AMbeH AMENM
&HEOLLILNIG 85 LDTGI0TEUTHEMGIT 268G a5 M.

LOMTHSHILI GUIMTSH @GNS HLPHHMHF CFJHS @ CLbBHH RL_(bBJ $6od CFemal LoMMILD
FIEMHEITGL  LMTHISTUILUTGT  BHLGHNSSHSHMS  UTITLLLUULLTY.  FTenew  algSHev

LTS SHSLILLL QITHEHHE FHlWmer BHTSHSH 60 2 Hail

QFWSHSMHTHALD, CLHLOLIMTET &FMemev allLgg MHeWeseflen (PSH6eTend  NeUFT

QUMHGITLDMS GIFWIVLIL L HMBHTHAILD @([H L GL T @1 (hH(HLD LITITL L LILILLT].

o). 28 AUMUFFWITCNT QUTHT QUTES), FTEDLI LIWLGTTETWTS @([HEHELD LD SNeHETRI(HLD
gmemev aildleememll LNerLmmIcUSHer ANV AWLTEH Q([HEHSHSHEL TG 6IeorMILD, GLOML LT
UMSHENSH SHl(HHSF FLLW 2019607 Ulg R6UGUTH CUTHGTSHS LBMISHEGLD ALITTSHLD
ANSHSBLILIGHLD 6TeMILD q&HCHMQL (Hd SHTLIG0TTT. HVTIIUNGIT (LHSHEVEIT LTHL T 2 aqT
23, FIENEVLI LIMTGHISTLIL] 6T60TLIG)| Snl (HLI QLITMILIL] 6T6ITLIGHES 610U M[& &) LDTGIOTEU [J&HeM6IT

2615 LILI(HSHHGOTTT.
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bH&Ya| Hlallev FELHS ANMLDLILISHGIT, SHeVAVITH] LOMEuT6UJ&H6IT, GLIMTHEH6UTSHE] ST6UGLSI6NM
AP STHS6IT MM LTHIeL CUTHGHTSHSHIS FHlenmuller LNTH HSHHemeT @60 6n6uTs !,
FIEOOMWL LIWGTUGSHID S16060T6eU([HHEGLD LITHISTULITGT FTeDeV @MV 2 ((HoUTHS,

$\eorF ) (BL_GLIQ.&HENHHENEIT 6T(H& D LOTGIOTEU JHEDGIT 2615 G0 &5 .

CuaId  HHAUNIHG, OCSTLIL GC&Tememad: euJapT - 9677537989 |
varsha.vasuhe@cag.org.in

FI1qF60T H60TaULLDT Fl@1 &> & Fahn 6ol (&L

Al iqaer seotovuploy & FHalld HpsHdanetl &GCHLI (HgB)) ereoriigy] 37 eul(BHSHTeL Q6UTL
CmT&H&LMM, MM HTHWE FTTTEH AGMLILITEGLD, %! HISTETYT MMILD FMHNI& ELP6V
LNggdemeorsserilev @1qL0886M 6T 2_flenid HEm6ITL LIMGHISTLILSNEGLD QeUeTILIGNL$SH6IT60LD,
QUTMIVILISHERMEL MM UBIGHML] Wqa| 26MeMi L HETL &  QFWGIULHEDMEBENGIT

GLLI(HSGIUSMESLD Q& WGLI(HSH M.
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