CAG survey on public perceptions of renewable energy in Tamil Nadu
Section 1: Your views about renewable energy

1. How do you think most people in Tamil Nadu feel about renewable energy?

Very positive Fairly positive Neither positive nor negative

[ ] [ ]

electricity currently?

Fairly negative

[ ]

2. How favourable or unfavourable are your overall opinions or impressions of the following energy sources for producing

Very negative

[ ]

(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)

Very
unfavourable

Unfavourable

Neither favourable
nor unfavourable

Favourable

Very
favourable

Never
Heard of

a) Biomass (burning organic material such as wood,
crops and industrial/domestic wastes)

b) Coal

¢) Gas

d) Hydro power

e) Nuclear power

f) Solar power

g) Tidal/wave power

h) Wind power

Now we would like to ask you about your views on solar energy. Energy can be obtained directly from the sun using solar

panels

3. The following statements relate to the use of solar energy. Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with each

one.

a) Solar energy can provide a continuous and constant supply of electricity
b) Solar energy is an expensive way to produce electricity
c) Solar energy can help mitigate climate change

d) Promoting solar energy is important for ensuring long-term supply of
electricity in Tamil Nadu

e) Solar energy is suitable for use in Tamil Nadu

f) Installing solar panels at home reduces electricity bill

g) Solar energy harms the environment or biodiversity around it
h) Solar energy provides benefits to an individual or community
i) Solar energy technology still needs a lot of development

j) Solar energy is not suitable for large-scale use

k) I would consider having solar panels at home

1) Solar energy will take up a lot of space to produce a significant amount of
energy

(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)

Strongly

agree Agree

Neither agree
nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

4. Do you have a solar roof-top in your home? Yes [ | No [__]

5. Any of your neighbours/friends/relatives have a solar roof-top in their home? Yes [__| No [__] Donotknow [ |

Now we would like to ask you about your views on biomass energy. Electricity from biomass is obtained from burning

organic material such as wood and industrial/domestic wastes.

6. The following statements relate to the use of biomass to produce electricity. Please indicate how much you agree or

disagree with each one.

a) Biomass can provide a continuous and constant supply of electricity

(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)

Strongly

agree Agree

Neither agree
nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree
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b) Developing biomass is important for ensuring there is a long-term supply of
electricity in Tamil Nadu

¢) Any form of biomass that includes burning is unacceptable to me

d) Using biomass to generate energy is good

e) Using land to grow crops for energy is unacceptable to me

Now we would like to ask you about your views on hydro power stations. Electricity from hydro power stations is
obtained from using a dam or diversion structure to alter the natural flow of a river or other body of water.

7. The following statements relate to the use of hydro power stations to produce electricity. Please indicate how much you

agree or disagree with each one. (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)
Strongly Agree N elthe:r agree Disagree Sfrongly
agree nor disagree disagree

a) Hydro power stations can provide a continuous and constant supply of
electricity

b) Hydro power stations is an expensive way to produce electricity

¢) Developing hydro energy is important for ensuring there is a long-term
supply of electricity in Tamil Nadu

d) Hydro power stations harm the environment or biodiversity around it

e) Hydro energy provides benefits to an individual or community

f) Hydro energy technology still needs a lot of development

g) Hydro power stations has unacceptable impacts on surrounding communities

h) Hydro power stations changes local aquatic ecosystems and landscapes
which is unacceptable to me

Finally, we would like to ask you about your views on wind energy. Electricity from wind energy is derived using turbines

that turn as a result of wind.

8. The following statements relate to the use of wind energy to produce electricity. Please indicate how much you agree or
disagree with each one. (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)

Strongly

Strongly Agree Neither agree e

. Disagree
agree nor disagree

a) Wind energy can provide a continuous and constant supply of electricity

b) Wind energy is an expensive way to produce electricity

¢) Developing wind energy is important for ensuring there is a long-term
supply of electricity in Tamil Nadu

d) Wind energy is suitable for use in Tamil Nadu

e) Wind energy harms the environment or biodiversity around it

f) Wind energy provides benefits to an individual or community

g) Wind energy technology still needs a lot of development

h) Wind energy will take up a lot of space to produce a significant amount of
energy

i) Wind energy is very noisy

j) Wind energy spoils the agricultural landscape

Section 2: Your views about climate change
9. As far as you know, do you personally think the world’s climate is changing or not?

Yes |:| No |:| Do not know |:|

9.1 What do you think about climate change?

Very positive Fairly positive Neither positive nor negative Fairly negative Very negative

1 [ [ ] [ ] [ ]

10. Thinking about the causes of climate change, which, if any, of the following best describes your opinion?
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a)
b)
<)
d)
e)
f)
g)

11.To what extent do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements about climate change?
(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)

Climate change is entirely caused by natural processes

Climate change is mostly caused by natural processes

Climate change is partly caused by natural processes and partly caused by human activity

Climate change is mostly caused by human activity
Climate change is entirely caused by human activity
There is no such thing as climate change

I don’t know

a) There are risks to people in Tamil Nadu from climate change

b) There are benefits to people in Tamil Nadu from climate change

¢) Ihave mixed feelings about climate change

d) I trust the Tamil Nadu Government to take appropriate action against
climate change

e) Climate change will mostly affect areas that are far away from here

f) Climate change is likely to have a big impact on people like me

g) The media is often too alarmist about issues like climate change

h) There are too much evidence available to show that climate change is
happening

i) Claims that human activities are changing the climate are exaggerated

j) Ttis globally recognised that industries are the major reason for climate
change

k) The seriousness of climate change is exaggerated

(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX)

Strongly
agree

Neither agree

Agree .
8 nor disagree

Disagree

Strongly
disagree

12. When, if at all, do you think Tamil Nadu will start feeling the effects of climate change? (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX)

We are already feeling the effects In the next 50 years
In the next 10 years In the next 100 years
In the next 25 years Beyond the next 100 years

13. What is your stage of change to mitigate climate change? (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX)

a) Precontemplation (Not concerned)

¢) Preparation (Concerned, will do something)

Never

I don’t know

b) Contemplation (Concerned, not sure what to do)

d) Action (Concerned, have already made carbon reductions)

Section 3: Your views about energy future

14. When considering what energy technologies Tamil Nadu should use in the future, which of these two issues do you
think is more important? (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX)
Energy security = making sure Tamil Nadu has a continuous, secure and affordable supply of energy
Climate change = reducing the use of carbon emitting energy sources like fossil fuels (coal, oil, gas)

Energy security is Both-but energy security is
the only important more important than climate

issue change

L] L] L]

Both are equally Both-but climate change is more
important important than energy security

L]

Now we would like you to think about Tamil Nadu’s energy future in 20 years’ time...

Climate change is the only

important issue

L]

15.1In your ideal world, how much do you think renewables should be contributing to our electricity supply in 20 years?
(PLEASE TICK ONE BOX CLOSEST TO YOUR VIEWPOINT)
0%= No renewables - we should rely on large-scale coal gas and/or nuclear power
50%= Half renewables and the rest coal gas and/or nuclear power
100%= Using only renewables
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0%

10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

60% 70%

80%

90%

100%

16.Now given the realities (political, technological & economic factors), how much do you think renewables will be

contributing to our electricity supply in 20 years? (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX CLOSEST TO YOUR VIEWPOINT)
0%= No renewables - we should rely on large-scale coal gas and/or nuclear power
50%= Half renewables and the rest coal gas and/or nuclear power
100%= Using only renewables

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
17.To what extent would you support or oppose the following developments in your area?
(By ‘area’ we mean up to approximately 5 kms from your home) (PLEASE TICK ONE BOX IN EACH ROW)
Strongly Support Neither support Oppose Strongly
support nor oppose oppose

a)
b)
<)
d)
e)
f)
g)

Finally, just so that we can compare the views of different people, please could you tell us about yourself:

18. Are you a) Female b) Male

the building of a new nuclear power station

the building of a new thermal/coal power station
the building of a new wind farm

the building of a new biomass plant

the building of a hydro power station

the development of a solar park

the widespread use of solar panels on roofs

Section 4: About you

19.Your age

20.What is your highest educational qualification?

20.1 Name of the stream/subject:

¢) Others

21.What is your current working status?

a) Working full-time (30-+hrs in a week)
b) Working part-time (9-29 hrs in a week)

¢) Homemaker

d) Self-employed/Business

e) Not working-student

22.Native place a) Rural |:| b) Urban I:I

23.Current place of residence a) Rural I:I

b) Urban
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